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THE ALN HAS A VISION 
OF A PROSPEROUS AND 

INTEGRATED AFRICA 
OF FLOURISHING 

DEMOCRACIES THAT 
ARE AT PEACE WITH ONE 

ANOTHER, IN WHICH 
EVERY PERSON HAS THE 

RIGHT AND OPPORTUNITY 
TO FULFIL THEIR 

POTENTIAL AND BE WHAT 
THEY WANT TO BE.
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THE AFRICA 
LIBERAL NETWORK
CHAMPIONING LIBERAL DEMOCRACY IN AFRICA

Launched in June 2003, the Africa Liberal 
Network (ALN) is an alliance of 44 Liberal 
Democratic parties and organisations 
from 30 African countries, making it the 
largest political network in Africa.  It is 
an associated organisation of Liberal 
International, the global political family 
to which Liberal Democratic parties 
belong.

Through our work with member 
parties, the ALN aims to spread Liberal 
values across the African continent by: 

• Championing Liberal policy solutions 
to Africa’s challenges. 

• Capacitating Liberal Democratic 
member parties with the skills they 
need to win elections and run 

governments based on Liberal 
values. 

• Providing a platform for like-minded 
Liberals in Africa to network and 
share information, experience, skills, 
and ideas. 

All members of the network are bound 
by a policy stating that they exist to 
ensure the freedom and dignity of all 
people through establishing political 
and civil rights, ensuring basic freedoms 
and the rule of law, supporting 
democratic governance based on 
free and fair elections with peaceful 
transition, ensuring religious, gender and 
minority rights, fighting corruption and 
establishing free market economies.

THE AFRICA 
LIBERAL NETWORK 
(ALN) PROGRAMME, 
MANAGED BY 
THE UK LIBERAL 
DEMOCRATS, WAS A 
SHINING EXAMPLE 
OF AN INNOVATIVE 
AND IMPACTFUL 
PROGRAMME.
UK FOREIGN AND 
COMMONWEALTH OFFICE 
TRIENNIAL REVIEW 2014

“
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A WORD 
FROM OUR PATRONS

The growth of the Africa Liberal Network in 2014 to include 35 full and 9 observer 
members is testament to the increasing strength of the Liberal movement across 
Africa. More and more people across the continent now realise what we as Liberal 
leaders already know – that Liberal Democracy is the most sure fire way to tackle 
Africa’s challenges and deliver a truly free and opportunity filled life for her people. 
As a force for joining the shining liberal lights of hope across Africa with one another, 
the ALN plays an indispensable role in advancing progress across the continent and 
I would encourage all those that share the ALN’s vision for Africa to unite behind the 
Network and its members. 

Helen Zille
Party Leader, Democratic Alliance, South Africa

I have always believed that a well-
managed liberal country is one in which 
one can advance quickly towards 
social and economic freedom. In Côte 
d’Ivoire, we advocate for liberalism with  
a human face: a liberalism whose aim 
is the welfare of all men and women; a 
liberalism which works towards human 
progress and promotes the values   of 
freedom and brotherhood and the rule 
of law.
 
The Rally for Republicans (RDR) was 
amongst the founding members of the 
African Liberal Network. I encourage 
liberals to stick together and offer not just 
an alternative, but the blueprint to a new 
world with peace, freedom, democracy 
and a very good market economy. The 
world needs it!
 
S.E.M Alassane Ouattara 
President Alassane Ouattara, President of 
Côte d’Ivoire
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It is a fundamental part of human nature 
to strive for two things: truth and justice. 
Unfortunately, throughout the course of 
our history, humanity has been prevented 
from reaching either of these goals. At 
the heart of the struggle for truth and 
justice lies respect for human freedom. 
It is in the pursuit of these key values that 
the member parties of the Africa Liberal 
Network have come together, forming 
the largest and most impactful network of 
political parties on the continent. 

Today, the ALN is made up of 44 
political parties from 30 countries across 
the continent. This is due in large part 
to the fantastic work done by Aimee 
Franklin through the Secretariat, and our 
partners overseas. The ALN intends to 
expand further still in order to continue 
promoting the values of liberty and 
democracy in Africa.

Following the adoption of the Zanzibar 
Declaration in 2013, announcing a 
manifesto for jobs and growth in Africa, 
the ALN convened in a General Assembly 
Marrakech in 2014, with a focus on 
human rights. The Marrakech Declaration 
has become another founding text of 
the network, and will be instrumental in 
projecting the values of liberalism across 
the continent.

In 2014 the leaders of the member 
parties pursued a number of different 
projects, with a focus on elections - 
providing the ALN with its own election 
observers. The role of our partner 
organisations – the Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation for Freedom, the Westminster 
Foundation for Democracy and the UK 
Liberal Democrats – has been paramount. 
I applaud their efforts and thank them 
for their consistent commitment to the 
ALN. On all issues facing the network, 
the ALN has held firm and maintained 
its position as an unwavering voice for 
liberty and democracy. In West Africa, 
the ALN has given its support to those 
who stand up for its values in Burkina Faso 
and Mali. In tackling a range of political 

issues from respect for the constitution to 
peaceful democratic transitions and the 
role of parliaments in Africa, the ALN has 
adhered to a clear and unequivocal line, 
supporting our vision for the continent: 
an Africa composed of modern, 
economically competitive states living 
in peace with one another, dedicated 
to the protection of property rights, the 
provision of basic amenities affordable to 
all, the promotion of free enterprise and 
access to a decent job for the biggest 
number of people. 

The year 2014 was also marked by 
the tragic death of our friend and brother 
Gomolemo Motswaledi, who served as 
Vice President of Southern Africa for the 
ALN. Affectionately known as ‘Sir G’, he 
is a great loss and will be sorely missed 
as an archetypal leader devoted to his 
country and people. Gomolemo’s efforts 
to modernise the structure of the ALN 
and improve its internal mechanisms 
came to fruition in Marrakech, in a session 
dedicated to him. Through creating 
the Gomolemo Motswaledi prize, to be 
awarded to a young individual for their 
engagement in promoting liberalism in 
Africa, the member parties of the ALN 
have paid homage to our dear friend, 
who will live on in the hearts of all who 
knew him. 

The ALN General Assembly in 
Marrakech marked a turning point in the 
history of the network. Not just in terms of 
the quality of the resolutions adopted, 
the joining of new member parties, the 
involvement of the Arab Alliance for 
Freedom and Democracy, the election of 
a new executive committee with gender 
parity, but also by the presence of Dr Juli 
Minoves, President of Liberal International 
(LI), who detailed the engagement 
between LI and the ALN following the 
General Assembly in Rotterdam. On 
the question of active participation, Dr 
Minoves declared that “liberalism is alive 
and well in Africa!”- a great compliment 
which strikes at the heart of the ALN, its 

Secretariat and partners. 
The year 2015 will bring a full 

programme. Great political events await 
us, not least the upcoming elections in 
a number of countries. The ALN seeks to 
give its support to all member parties, 
particularly those who are engaged in 
fighting elections such as those in Burkina 
Faso, Burundi, Guinea and Côte d’Ivoire. 
In addition to providing training, the ALN 
will continue to maintain a liberal stance 
on all major issues affecting the continent. 
The management of natural resources, 
transparency and good governance, 
the fight against terrorism, skilling the 
youth, migration, growth and jobs, the 
eradication of poverty, the elimination of 
diseases, harnessing new technologies to 
promote development – all issues calling 
for a strong liberal response to fight for an 
Africa that is free, just and prosperous. 

Beyond reflection and discussion, 
liberal Africans must work at all levels, from 
the local and municipal to the provincial 
and national, to gain in strength and win 
seats. The emergence of a leadership 
which strives to harness economic growth 
to promote human dignity through 
responsibility and efficiency will contribute 
to greater opportunities in life for more 
people across the continent. In addition 
supporters such as President Alassane 
Ouattara of Côte d’Ivoire and Helen Zille, 
Premier of the Western Cape in South 
Africa, the Africa Liberal Network will be 
able to count on other strong leaders 
across the continent to promote our 
values. In Tanzania, Burkina Faso, Burundi, 
Congo Brazzaville, Guinea, DR Congo and 
beyond, we have every reason to believe 
that this goal is now within reach.

Olivier Kamitatu
ALN President 

A MESSAGE FROM THE 
ALN PRESIDENT
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Olivier Kamitatu was elected President of the Africa Liberal Network at the General 
Assembly in Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire, on 18 October 2012 and re-elected for a second 
term in Marrakech in November 2014. He is the leader of the Alliance pour le 
Renouveau du Congo (ARC) in the Democratic Republic of Congo, which joined the 
ALN in 2009. ARC participates in the Presidential Majority and has several Ministers 
and Deputy Ministers in Government.

Hon. Olivier Kamitatu served as Minister for Planning in the Government of Antoine 
Gizenga between February 2007 and February 2012. He was Speaker of the National 
Transitional Assembly and a signatory to the peace accords which ended the second 
Congolese War. Hon. Kamitatu currently serves as the Minister for Planning and 
Modernisation. 

Hakima El Haite – Mouvement 
Populaire, Morocco.

Rosemary Machua – Orange 
Democratic Movement, Kenya.

Médard Mulangala Lwakabwanga 
– Union pour la Majorité Républicaine, 
Democratic Republic of Congo.

William Tucker – People’s Movement for 
Democratic Change, Sierra Leone.

Stevens Mokgalapa  – Democratic 
Alliance, South Africa.

Bryan Julie – Seychelles National Party , 
Seychelles.

ALN EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE 2014 – 2016
THE ALN’S EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE IS COMPRISED 
OF FIVE VICE PRESIDENTS, FROM EACH REGION OF 
AFRICA, THE PRESIDENT AND A TREASURER.

ALN PRESIDENT

NORTHERN AFRICA

EASTERN AFRICA

CENTRAL AFRICA

WESTERN AFRICA

SOUTHERN AFRICA

TREASURER
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Dear Liberal Friends, 

In 2014, the Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation for Freedom (FNF) and the 
Africa Liberal Network (ALN) continued 
our excellent collaboration. Throughout 
the year innovative activities were 
implemented to build capacity within 
the network, with a predominant focus 
on enhancing member party experience 
in the areas of election observation and 
political communication.

Representatives of the Network were 
invited by FNF to workshops designed to 
develop members’ voter communication 
strategies, as well as to a workshop that 
resulted in the development of a core 
team of competent election observers 
that will be able to independently assess 
the voting process when deployed to 
observe elections contested by ALN 
member parties. 

The Friedrich Naumann Foundation 
will continue to support its liberal partner, 
the Africa Liberal Network, in 2015. 
We will work together to strengthen 
liberalism across the continent and 
contribute to increased freedom and 
democracy in Africa. 

Yours sincerely, 
Hubertus von Welck 
Regional Director Africa 
Friedrich Naumann Foundation for 
Freedom (FNF) 

Dear Friends, 

The UK Liberal Democrats, in association with the Westminster Foundation for 
Democracy (WFD), are immensely proud to have continued our association with the 
ALN throughout 2014. It was a defining year which saw a substantial growth in both 
depth and stature. A number of projects in 2014, as a result of our collaboration, have 
produced phenomenal results for Liberalism in Africa, most notably the election of 
the Botswana Movement for Democracy as the official opposition in that country 
as a part of their coalition Umbrella for Democratic Change, setting the stage 
for a challenge to national government in 2019. We also saw the adoption of the 
Marrakech Declaration on Human Rights, a landmark document which clearly sets 
out our ideological commitments to social justice. 

However, despite the positive traction there is no doubt that these are difficult 
times for Liberals not only in Africa but around the world. In the UK, while political 
parties are shrinking inwards, the Liberal Democrats continue to stand up for the 
international principles and values which we all hold so dear in the ALN. Africans 
continent wide deserve greater ideological choice and accountability in the people 
they elect to govern. This is a value we all share and strive towards.

As the ALN grows in size and stature the UK Liberal Democrats will continue to 
work side by side with the ALN to advance our shared values in Africa. It is always 
a pleasure and great joy to work with the Network and the inspirational leaders 
that drive it. 

Iain Gill 
Head of the UK Liberal Democrats International Office

A WORD 
FROM OUR PARTNERS
STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS FOR THE ADVANCE OF LIBERALISM IN AFRICA

AS THE ALN 
GROWS IN SIZE 
AND STATURE 
THE UK LIBERAL 
DEMOCRATS WILL 
CONTINUE TO 
WORK SIDE BY SIDE 
WITH THE ALN TO 
ADVANCE OUR 
SHARED VALUES IN 
AFRICA.

“
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THE ALN’S MEMBER PARTIES
FULL MEMBERS
ADF-RDA (Alliance pour la Démocratie et la Fédération - Rassemblement Démocratique 
Africain)

Burkina-Faso

ADR (Alliance Démocratique pour le Renouveau) Burundi

ANADER (Alliance Nationale des Démocrates pour la Reconstruction) DRC

ANC (Alliance Nationale pour les Comores) Comoros

ARC (Alliance pour le Renouveau du Congo) DRC

BMD (Botswana Movement for Democracy) Botswana

CUF (Civic United Front - Chama Cha Wanachi) Tanzania

DA (Democratic Alliance) South Africa

EDP (Ethiopian Democratic Party) Ethiopia

FDD (Forum for Democratic Devolution) Malawi

KULMIYE (Peace, Unity and Development Party) Somaliland

LDP (Liberal Democratic Party) Sudan

LDT (Liberal Democratic Transparency) Uganda

MFM (Militants pour le Progrès de Madagascar) Madagascar

MP (Mouvement Populaire) Morocco

OALY (Organisation for African Liberal Youth-Liberals Energizing African Democracy) Pan-African

ODM (Orange Democratic Movement) Kenya

PCR (Parti Citoyen pour le Renouveau) Mali

PDD (Partido Para a Paz Democracia e Desenvolvimento) Mozambique

PDS (Parti Démocratique Sénégalais) Senegal

PLC/DJ (Parti pour la Liberté et la Citoyenneté/Défar Jikoyi) Senegal

PNR (Parti National pour la Réforme) DRC

PULS (Parti de l’Unité et du Libéralisme Social) Guinea

PMDC (People’s Movement for Democratic Change) Sierra Leone

RDR (Rassemblement Des Républicains) Ivory Coast

SNP (Seychelles National Party) Seychelles

SSLYF (Southern Sudan Liberal Youth Forum) South Sudan

TFP (Truth Federal Party) Sudan

UC (Union Constitutionnelle) Morocco

UDF (United Democratic Front) Malawi

UFDG (Union des Forces Démocratiques de Guinée) Guinea

UFR (Union des Forces Républicaines) Guinea

UMR (Union pour la Majorité Républicaine) DRC

UPND (United Party For National Development) Zambia

UREC (Union pour la Reconstruction du Congo) DRC

OBSERVER MEMBERS 
AUDP  (African United Democratic Party) Swaziland

CAHDI (Justice and Development of Democracy and Self-Respectfulness Party) Somalia

MDCCI  (Mouvement Congolais Pour la Democratie et le Developpement Integral) Republic of Congo 

MRN-NIYYA (Mouvement Pour La Renaissance du Niger) Niger

PDT (Parti des Togolais) Togo 

PPP (Progressive People’s Party) Ghana

Rewmi Senegal 

RNI (Rassemblement National des Indépendants) Morocco 

UPR (Union pour le Progrès et Changement) Burkina Faso
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ALN OBJECTIVE 1
TO CHAMPION LIBERAL 
POLICY SOLUTIONS TO 
AFRICA’S CHALLENGES
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We, the ALN member parties, 
understanding that human rights relate 
not just to equality and the rule of law, 
but also to health, education and the 
economy, hereby set out the ALN Human 
Rights Framework. Building on the Charter 
de Mandi, 1948 Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, the African Charter of 
Human and People’s Rights (1987), and 
on the principles set out in the ALN Liberal 
Manifesto for Africa, we commit to work for 
the adoption and full implementation by 
every country in Africa of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and 
the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights (1966). 

We undertake to adopt these 
principles throughout our internal party 
structures. In particular, we give the highest 
priority to safeguarding and encouraging 
the rights of women and youth to equality 
of access and participation in all aspects 
of our party and wider society.

The member parties of the ALN 
undertake to work with civil society to 
secure the adoption of these principles by 
all state institutions across Africa. 

In particular we identify the following 
as key priorities for political action:
1. Ensuring the constitutional 

independence of the judiciary 
and building a legal system which 
embeds the principles of equality 
before the law. Where the existing 
rule of law perpetuates discrimination 
and human rights abuses, it must be 
actively challenged. 

2. Ensuring the right to personal security 
and freedom from arbitrary arrest, 
detention without trial, torture and 
the death penalty, and the right to a 
fair trial. 

3. Ensuring constitutional protection for 
the right to freedom of association 
and peaceful assembly, freedom 
of movement, and participation in 

THE MARRAKECH 
DECLARATION 

ON HUMAN RIGHTS
ADOPTED AT THE 2014 ALN GENERAL ASSEMBLY
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the full conduct of public affairs and 
access to public services. 

4. Understanding that education is the 
route to raising awareness of civil and 
human rights, and to developing 
the skills needed for employment, 
developing the skills and opportunities 
of the next generation. We will work 
towards the universal compulsory 
introduction of free primary and 
secondary education for every girl 
and boy in Africa.

5. Understanding that economic 
growth and development creates 
the foundation for good health and 
education services. We will work to 
ensure that everyone has the right to 
fair and safe working conditions in a 
prospering society, and accelerate 
progress towards meeting the 
Sustainable Development Goals set 
out at the Rio+20 Conference in 2012. 
We will continue to work towards 
eliminating extreme poverty, reducing 
infant mortality and halting the 
spread of various diseases. 

6. Ensuring the implementation and 
application of laws to uphold equal 
rights for women, girls and youth, and 
to prevent the practices of female 
genital mutilation and forced and 
underage marriage in particular. We 
will work to combine legislative action 
with an educational programme for 
both children and the general public 
to raise awareness of these issues, 
particularly in rural areas. 

7. Ensuring the implementation and 
application of laws upholding civil 
liberties, including freedom of speech, 

conscience, belief and worship.
8. Ensuring the implementation and 

application of laws ensuring equal 
rights before the law and preventing 
discrimination against any individual 
on the basis of race, colour, 
nationality, ethnic origin, religion, age, 
gender, sexuality or disability. 

9. Ensuring the implementation and 
application of laws designed to 
prevent human trafficking, sex 
trafficking and ensuring an end to 
the recruitment and use of child 
soldiers and forced and bonded 
labour. The ALN member parties are 
committed to adopting measures to 
end these abuses.

10. Securing the recognition and 
application of private property rights 
as set out in the ALN Liberal Manifesto 
for Africa and the 2013 Zanzibar 
Declaration. The ALN recognises 
property rights as essential to the 
economic advancement of citizens 
and the elimination of poverty. The 
ALN member parties are committed 
to promoting economic growth, jobs, 
and regional trade links. 

11. Working to create high standards 
of governance in governments 
and institutions, in order to restore 
public trust in their legitimacy, both 
domestically and internationally.

12. Recognising the importance of 
tackling climate change as an 
integral part of delivering human 
rights and equal opportunities for 
all, and formulating party and 
government policies to deliver 
progress on this key issue.

We commit to this ALN Human Rights 
Framework, and encourage all 
governments and political parties across 
the African continent to adopt these 
principles, and to integrate them into 
their manifestos as a basis for action(s) to 
be taken.

MANY ALN MEMBER 
PARTIES GAVE FIRST-
HAND TESTIMONY TO 
THE SERIOUS LACK 
OF BASIC POLITICAL 
AND HUMAN RIGHTS 
IN THEIR OWN 
COUNTRIES. THIS LAND-
MARK DECLARATION 
CAN NOW BE THE 
REFERENCE POINT 
FOR FUTURE ACTION 
AND CAMPAIGNING 
FOR JUSTICE FOR ALL, 
REGARDLESS OF STATUS 
OR POWER.
RT. HON. ANDREW STUNELL 
MP, UK LIBERAL DEMOCRATS 
GOVERNOR ON THE 
WESTMINSTER FOUNDATION FOR 
DEMOCRACY BOARD

“
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Africa is changing and will soon thrive. 
The Africa Liberal Network may well be 
the best proof. From a small network 
of parties in the global Liberal family, it 
is turning into a vocal political player 
which is politically daring and which sets 
a significant milestone in the building 
of an open, tolerant and progressive 
future for Africa. From the adoption 
of the Zanzibar Declaration on Free 
Trade to the adoption of the Marrakech 
Declaration on Human Rights, we 
have witnessed the first party-political 
documents across the continent that 
promote free trade, economic growth 
and human rights as indivisible from 
one another. They represent not only an 
important commitment to core Liberal 
values but practical steps all 44 ALN 
member parties are willing to undertake 
in order to champion Liberal principles 
in both internal party structures and in 
national parliaments of each of the 
African countries where ALN members 
are present.

The thoughtful coordination of the 
ALN’s work means Africa’s Liberals are 
opening possibilities for the continent to 
have a loud voice on the international 
political stage. Liberal values and 
principles, such as free trade to drive 

development, that are encapsulated 
in the Zanzibar Declaration, were 
instrumental in inspiring discussions 
around Liberal International’s most 
recent Congress Theme Resolution in 
Rotterdam. Africa, in fact, was the only 
continent at the LI Congress on Free 
Trade that had its own text with an 
outlined vision for the future of trade 
based on Liberal principles. 

Defending and promoting human 
rights principles is not only our core 
obligation but our core commitment: it 
is who we are as Liberals. Safeguarding 
human rights should lie at the heart of 
every Liberal policy and agenda. The 
adoption of the Marrakech Declaration 
by the Africa Liberal Network is a 
prime example: it is the first declaration 
of its kind on the African continent 
that commits contemporary political 
parties to fight discrimination in such 
a far-reaching manner, for example 
with respect to sexual orientation. In 
this case the Declaration not only sets 
out the Liberal perspective on human 
rights in Africa but commits both the 
ALN and its members to championing 
interventions concerning the rights 
of all vulnerable and minority groups. 
I recently delivered LI’s yearly Prize 

for Freedom to an impressive African 
activist, Mrs. Waris Dirie, who is fighting to 
eradicate Female Genital Mutilation. I 
will soon be in Abidjan to give President 
Ouattara the medal of Liberalism that 
Liberal International has awarded him 
to accompany him in his path towards 
reconciliation and the progression of 
human rights in Côte d’Ivoire. 

At a time when democracy is being 
curtailed and individual liberties are 
being squashed in some parts of the 
world, Liberals in Africa have clearly 
shown their readiness and political will 
to fight for freedom and justice for all. 
Helen Zille, my colleague and LI Deputy 
President and Premier of the Western 
Cape, is a strong African voice for 
freedom and human rights in global 
Liberalism. This is a landmark moment for 
the entire continent in which I commit 
myself and Liberal International to offer 
full support and contribute each step of 
the way.

Dr. Juli Minoves,
 

LI President

THE RELEVANCE OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS TO 
LIBERALS
LIBERAL INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT, 
DR JULI MINOVES, ON THE ALN’S POLICY 
BASED APPROACH
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AT A TIME WHEN 
DEMOCRACY IS 
BEING CURTAILED 
AND INDIVIDUAL 
LIBERTIES ARE BEING 
SQUASHED IN SOME 
PARTS OF THE WORLD, 
LIBERALS IN AFRICA 
HAVE CLEARLY SHOWN 
THEIR READINESS AND 
POLITICAL WILL TO 
FIGHT FOR FREEDOM 
AND JUSTICE FOR ALL. 
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ALN OBJECTIVE 2
CAPACITATING MEMBER 
PARTIES WITH THE 
SKILLS THEY NEED TO 
WIN ELECTIONS
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The October 2014 national elections 
in Botswana saw the culmination of 
three years of work by the ALN and our 
partners, the UK Liberal Democrats, with 
the Botswana Movement for Democracy 
(BMD), and later the coalition formed by 
the BMD, the Umbrella for Democratic 
Change (UDC).

From creating a framework for the 
selection of candidates, to establishing 
best practice in political communication 
and most recently, connecting the 
coalition with peer mentors who 
helped the UDC to develop a national 
campaign message script, manifesto 

and strategize campaigns in their key 
constituencies, the support given to 
the UDC by the ALN and UK Liberal 
Democrats ultimately resulted in 2014 in 
the successful election of the UDC as the 
official opposition in Botswana. 

This success is particularly poignant in 
the wake of the sudden and unexpected 
death of the UDC Secretary General and 
ALN Vice-President for Southern Africa, 
Gomolemo Motswaledi, in August 2014.

Much recognition and thanks must 
go to the two peer mentors that worked 
with the ALN to support this project, 
Jonathan Moakes, the CEO of the 

Democratic Alliance of South Africa 
and Victoria Marsom, the Head of the 
UK Liberal Democrats’ Strategic Seat 
Operations. Their time and expert advice 
greatly contributed to the success of the 
UDC in this election.

Iain Gill, the Head of the UK Liberal 
Democrats International Office, said of 
the result: 

“This is the culmination of 3 years 
work in Botswana. We are immensely 
proud of the impact we have had. 
We hold this success in memory of 
Gomolemo Motswaledi, the former 
leader of the BMD.” 

TECHNICAL ELECTION 
SUPPORT YIELDS 
WINNING RESULTS IN 
BOTSWANA
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As a result of the ALN’s technical 
support to UDC, which was grounded 
in international best practice, the party 
was able to develop and communicate 
a clear policy based message to 
voters in the 2014 national election. 
Through their exceptional election 
result they have started to break the 
hegemony over power of the ruling 
party, which has been in government 
since independence over 50 years ago, 
and in doing so, have put the country’s 
democracy to the test and provided a 
real alternative to citizens.

PARTY AGGREGATED VOTE % NUMBER OF VOTES NUMBER OF 
ELECTED MPS

BDP 46.70% 320,665 37

UDC 30.10% 206,969 17

BCP 20.40% 140,404 3

Independent 2.70% 18,703 0

“THIS IS THE 
CULMINATION OF 
3 YEARS WORK IN 
BOTSWANA. 
WE ARE IMMENSELY 
PROUD OF THE IMPACT 
WE HAVE HAD
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From 4-8 October 2014, the UK Liberal 
Democrats hosted an inward delegation 
to the party’s Autumn Conference in 
Glasgow consisting of representatives 
from 4 ALN member parties, namely the 
Orange Democratic Movement (ODM), 
Kenya, Democratic Alliance (DA), South 
Africa, Seychelles National Party (SNP) and 
Civic United Front (CUF), Tanzania.

The programme focused on sharing 
best practice in political communication 
and consisted of a diverse range of 
activities including one on one meetings 

with UK Liberal Democrats leaders and 
communications staff and participation in 
the conference training programme.

Delegates were then paired 
with experienced peer mentors to 
translate their learning outcomes from 
participation in the conference into 
real-time communication strategies for 
implementation in their own parties, with 
the roll-out of these plans subsequently 
tracked over a 4-month period post-
conference. 

This innovative approach to best 

practice sharing was pioneered to 
ensure that the inward delegation 
programme was not just a one-off, self-
contained event, but resulted in real, 
sustained learning and change within 
the participant’s political parties over the 
medium term. 

Flowing from the study tour the ALN 
also produced a Guide to Best Practice 
in Social Media for Political Parties, which 
was shared with all ALN members as 
an addition to the ALN’s Guide to Best 
Practice in Political Communication.

POLITICAL 
COMMUNICATIONS 
BEST PRACTICE

PEER MENTORS CRAFT POLITICAL 
COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES WITH ALN 
MEMBER PARTIES
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Sharing Best Practice With Liberal 
Friends In Brussels 
At the invitation of the Friedrich 
Naumann Foundation for Freedom, 
a delegation of leaders from the ALN 
travelled to Brussels from 13-16 October 
2014 to meet with Liberal friends from 
the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats 
for Europe (ALDE) and representatives of 
individual parties within the ALDE group.

The focus of the study tour was 
political communication and “ways 
to develop liberal policies” and 
culminated in a public panel discussion 
in which ALN President, Olivier 
Kamitatu, presented the ALN’s vision for 
encouraging increased levels of free 
trade in Africa. 

Building Capacity To Observe 
Elections 
Following from the resolution taken 
at the 2013 ALN General Assembly 
in Zanzibar, the ALN and our partner, 
the Friedrich Naumann Foundation 
for Freedom, hosted a workshop in 

November 2014 to train a core group 
of ALN leaders in the art of effective 
election observation. 

With so many ALN member parties 
in opposition facing vote manipulation 
at the polls, and often politically biased 
observer missions that fail to fully 
highlight these issues, this workshop 
marked the first step in the process 
of establishing an independent ALN 
election observer team that can be 
deployed into countries where the 
ALN’s members face elections. The ALN 
election observer team hopes to face 
its first deployment in 2015. 

BRUSSELS STUDY TOUR AND ELECTION OBSERVER WORKSHOP
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“THIS WORKSHOP MARKED THE FIRST STEP IN THE 
PROCESS OF ESTABLISHING AN INDEPENDENT 
ALN ELECTION OBSERVER TEAM THAT CAN BE 
DEPLOYED INTO COUNTRIES WHERE THE ALN’S 
MEMBERS FACE ELECTIONS.
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ALN OBJECTIVE 3
PROVIDING A PLATFORM 
FOR LIBERALS TO 
NETWORK AND SHARE 
BEST PRACTICE
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Taking place in Marrakech, Morocco, 
between 26 and 29 November 2014 and 
co-hosted with Moroccan ALN member 
parties Union Constitutionnelle and 
Mouvement Populaire, the 11th Annual 
ALN General Assembly was the biggest, 
boldest and most ambitious to date.

The theme of the 2014 General 
Assembly was ‘human rights and 
political participation: providing a 
voice for all’. The packed programme 
featured a full day of panel discussions 
tackling different aspects of human 
rights, with high-profile experts and 
speakers including Hakima El Haiti, 
Moroccan Minister of Energy, Mines, 
Water and the Environment, the 

President of Liberal International, Dr. 
Juli Minoves, and Frerik Kampman, 
Secretary General of the International 
Federation of Liberal Youth.

As well as the adoption of the 
‘Marrakech Declaration on Human 
Rights’, which took the radical steps of 
committing all signatories to providing 
free and compulsory primary and 
secondary education for all children, and 
to implementing laws prohibiting any 
discrimination on the basis sexuality, the 
over 100 delegates from around the world 
discussed the issue of how to increase 
the levels of political participation by 
women, youth and minority groups, the 
results of which were used as a basis for 

the creation of a guide to best practice in 
increasing women’s, youth and minority 
participation and representation.

Delegates were also encouraged 
to share best practice in political 
operations with one another, first through 
a presentation given by the CEO of the 
Democratic Alliance, Jonathan Moakes, 
sharing his experience managing a 
professional political operation, and 
then in innovative one on one ‘political 
surgery’ sessions in which delegates had 
the opportunity to book 30 minute one 
on one meetings with both Jonathan 
Moakes and Andrew Stunell, UK Liberal 
Democrats Governor on the Westminster 
Foundation for Democracy Board.

ALN GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 2014
HUMAN RIGHTS AND POLITICAL PARTICIPATION 
– PROVIDING A VOICE FOR ALL 
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“

THIS YEAR, THE ALN 
ACCOMPLISHED A 
NUMBER OF HISTORIC 
FIRSTS INCLUDING 
THE ELECTION OF 
A MORE GENDER 
BALANCED EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE, THE 
ADOPTION OF 
A ROBUST NEW 
CONSTITUTION AND 
THE ACCEPTANCE 
OF 9 NEW OBSERVER 
MEMBER PARTIES, 
TAKING THE TOTAL 
NUMBER OF MEMBERS 
TO THE LARGEST 
IN THE NETWORK’S 
HISTORY, WITH 44 
PARTIES.

ALN PRESIDENT 
OLIVIER KAMITATU
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In the fringes of the General Assembly, the ALN Executive Committee held an inter-
organisational dialogue with the Arab Alliance for Freedom and Democracy (AAFD), 
the regional network of Liberals in the Middle East and North Africa, on best practice 
in managing a regional political network. 
This engagement was a historic first for both networks and aimed to strengthen the 
solidarity between sister networks within the Liberal International family, with the AAFD 
also participating in the General Assembly as observers to learn from the ALN with a 
view to possibly establishing their own secretariat in the future.

BUILDING 
STRATEGIC 
ALLIANCES 
WITH LIBERALS 
AROUND THE 
WORLD

INTER-REGIONAL DIALOGUE WITH MENA LIBERALS

ANOTHER 
MILESTONE WAS 
REACHED AS 
THE LIBERAL 
DEMOCRATS 
BROUGHT 
TOGETHER THE 
EXECUTIVES OF 
THE ALN AND THE 
AAFD, ENABLING 
A SHARING OF 
BEST PRACTICE IN 
INSTITUTIONAL 
REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT, 
AND PAVING THE 
WAY FOR FUTURE 
PROJECTS.

IAIN GILL, 
HEAD OF THE UK 
LIBERAL DEMOCRATS 
INTERNATIONAL OFFICE

“
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The ALN was proud to host a panel 
discussion at the Liberal International 
Congress in Rotterdam on 25 April 
focusing on the current state of trade 
in and with Africa. Using the Zanzibar 
Declaration on Jobs and Growth in 
Africa as a basis, ALN President Olivier 
Kamitatu, ALN Coordinator Aimee 
Franklin and a number of other high 
profile guests examined what African 
states are getting right, what challenges 
must still be overcome, how African 
countries can make themselves more 
competitive and how the ALN plans on 
spearheading the drive to increase levels 
of free trade on the continent.

This was the first time that the ALN 
has hosted a fringe event at a Liberal 
International Congress and resulted in 
significant attention being given to the 
Network’s agenda in Africa.

PIONEERING THE 
INTERNATIONAL FREE 
TRADE AGENDA
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POLITICAL REFORM AND CIVIL RIGHTS
The Africa Liberal Network believes that 
Africa’s long-term development can 
only be assured when political and civil 
rights are secured for all people. Power 
comes from the people and is expressed 
through regular, free and fair elections. 
The Network believes in the rights of the 
individual; rights which are not given to 
each of us, are not given to any of us.
• Separation of Powers: The different 

and independent roles of the 
Executive, Legislative and Judiciary 
must be respected. Elected 
Heads of State should only serve a 
maximum of two terms in office, not 
exceeding five years each, so as to 
prevent the concentration of power 
in the hands of one individual for a 
prolonged period. The Legislature, 
as an assembly of representatives of 
the people, should play a greater 
role in oversight of the Executive, 
in addition to creating laws. The 
Judiciary should be impartial and 
independent.

• Elections: Elections should be 
open, transparent, and meet the 
provisions of the African Charter 
on Democracy, Elections and 
Governance. The Network calls for 
full ratification of this Charter and 
the implementation of its provisions, 
and for AU monitoring processes to 
be fully compatible with the highest 
international standards.

• Freedom of Expression and 
Association: Free expression of 
ideas should be realised for the 
people of Africa through the 
establishment of diverse outlets for 
expression, with equitable access to 
the media for all citizens.

• Political Parties: There must be 
recognition of the vital importance 
to democracy of political parties as 
a vehicle for the promotion of ideas. 
We believe that political parties 
have a responsibility to represent the 

The ALN is guided in all its work by the pan-African liberal manifesto, which was adopted in Abidjan at the 2012 ALN General 
Assembly. The manifesto is founded on the principles of economic, environmental and social sustainability and outlines the key 
principles necessary for the development of Africa into a peaceful, integrated, prosperous and fully-democratic continent.

views and needs of constituents. The 
Network calls for the establishment 
of fair and equitable conditions 
for all political parties to play their 
role freely and effectively. At the 
same time, there must be clear 
separation of the functions of the 
ruling party and Government; public 
resources must not be abused to 
meet the objectives of one party. 
The Government has an obligation 
to act in the interests of the whole 
population.

• Rights: The Network upholds the 
protection of all fundamental 
human and political rights, as set 
out in international declarations 
such as the UN Declaration on 
Human Rights. The application of 
fundamental human and political 
rights of Africans as individuals 
should not be unduly constrained 
by the state in its desire to promote 
common goals. Liberals believe 
that recognised and secure private 
property rights are vital, not only 
to economic development, but 
also to underpin individual civil and 
political rights.

• Devolution of Power: The Network 
believes that devolution of power 
creates wider opportunities for 
individuals to participate in local 
affairs and to contribute to the 
development of communities. 
Mechanisms should provide for the 
equitable distribution of national 
resources.

• Good Governance and the Rule of 
Law: The Network is committed to 
the highest standards of professional 
conduct in public administration. 
Openness, accountability, an 
independent civil service, and the 
rule of law are essential tools in the 
fight against corruption. Impunity 
must be addressed and those found 
culpable of misconduct should face 
the full force of the law.

• Civil Society: The role of civil society 
should be recognised in all states. 
The Network calls for the provision of 
a legislative framework which 
will enable civil society groups to 
operate freely and effectively and 
promote the betterment of society 
through advocacy for the rights and 
needs of the people.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Liberals believe in the promotion of 
free enterprise and fair trade. The 
Network wishes to promote widespread 
prosperity through the development of 
entrepreneurship and the empowerment 
of the private sector.
• Trade: African liberals are committed 

to increase intra- African trade by 
easing of barriers to international 
exchange of goods and services. The 
Network will seek to persuade the 
World Trade Organization to allow 
preferential tariff reductions between 
African states.

• Economic Freedom: The Network 
believes that each government in 
the region should encourage the 
development of markets, without 
favouring particular businesses, 
in order to encourage individual 
entrepreneurs in all sectors.

• The Enabling State: We believe 
that government has a vital role 
to play in enabling all people to 
participate fully in the economy. This 
must include enabling economic 
opportunity for all in a diversified 
economy, ensuring adequate 
provision of education, health 
services and support for disabled 
people and senior citizens; and 
addressing unemployment.

• Public-Private Partnerships: 
Liberals supports public-private 
partnerships and see a need for 
governments to invest in areas that 
do not attract private investment 
but are essential for the public.

PAN-AFRICAN LIBERAL 
MANIFESTO 
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• Agricultural Development: The 
Network will support investment in 
agricultural technology and skills to 
improve productivity and profitability. 
The Network will encourage the 
development of agricultural 
processing companies in rural areas 
to provide jobs. This will reduce over-
dependence on limited land and 
rural-urban migration.

• Environmental Sustainability: 
African liberals will work to 
preserve our natural resources for 
posterity. We will campaign for 
water, land and ecosystems to be 
used sustainably; for investment 
in clean energy generation; and 
for governments and peoples to 
earn their fair share of the profits of 
minerals, through levying of taxes, 
rents and charges on extractive 
industries as appropriate. The 
Network believes that enterprises 
should practise corporate social 
responsibility.

PEACE AND STABILITY
The Network wants Africa to be a 
peaceful and stable continent. The 
Network and its member parties are 
committed to working with sovereign 
states, international and regional 
organisations, civil society groups 
and non-state actors to end violent 
conflict both within and between 
African states. Where conflict does 
emerge, the Network is committed to 
supporting conflict resolution at every 
level, beginning at the local level, from 
traditional to national and international 
institutions.
• International Relations: The 

Network calls for the respect of 
international law and norms, as 
well as the territorial integrity and 

sovereignty of African states; while 
recognising the validity of the 
Responsibility to Protect Doctrine 
(R2P) that regimes can forgo their 
sovereign rights if they commit 
extreme violence against their own 
populations. The Network demands 
an end to proxy conflicts and their 
negative impact on individual lives 
and continental prosperity.

• Regional Integration: The 
Network believes that regional 
integration is the key to long-term 
peace and prosperity and calls 
for the creation and enlargement 
of free trade blocs as a prelude 
to ending protectionism on the 
African continent. The Network 
wants to unite the people of Africa 
and calls for greater investment in 
communications and infrastructure, 
in addition to the easing of visa 
restrictions. The Network actively 
supports the creation of new 
institutions and treaties which 
ensure greater cooperation 
between nation states to address 
transnational threats such as 
terrorism, piracy, corruption, 
environmental degradation and 
the illicit trafficking of people, drugs 
and arms.

• Humanitarian Values: The Network 
calls for greater preparedness 
and cooperation in cases of 
humanitarian emergency. The 
Network defends the right to seek 
refuge in neighbouring countries, 
while recognising that this requires 
an urgent coordinated response in 
order to minimise the stress on those 
affected, the host state, and the 
international community.

• Human Rights: The Network urges 
the further development of the 

international legal system and 
wants to ensure that when credible 
evidence emerges of grievous human 
rights violations or crimes against 
humanity, a comprehensive 
investigation follows, with the 
accused judged by a competent 
court. Where this is not possible at the 
national level, the Network believes 
that regional and international courts 
should assume this role. Those found 
guilty should be held responsible 
for their actions while ensuring that 
the threat of punishment does not 
perpetuate a conflict which could 
otherwise be resolved.

• Conflict Resolution: The 
Network actively supports all 
indigenous efforts to address the 
legacy of violent conflict; including 
attempts to rehabilitate and 
reintegrate individuals culpable 
for crimes against their own 
communities during civil conflicts. 
The Network recognises the positive 
impact of the process of truth and 
reconciliation, whilst acknowledging 
that this may not be appropriate in 
every case.

• Arms Trade: The Network calls for 
African governments to re-examine 
their military expenditure urgently 
and reallocate resources towards 
promoting greater peace and 
stability on the African continent, 
including AU- and UN-mandated 
peacekeeping forces which can 
help to stabilise conflicts. The 
Network urges stronger international 
action to curb the arms trade, which 
is a scourge on African development. 
Furthermore, the Network calls on 
all African states to cooperate with 
global efforts to ensure greater 
transparency in this industry.



IT IS NOT THE 
YEARS IN 

YOUR LIFE, 
BUT THE LIFE 

IN YOUR 
YEARS

“

REMEMBERING GOMOLEMO MOTSWALEDI
ALN VICE PRESIDENT FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA AND BOTSWANA MOVEMENT 
FOR DEMOCRACY PRESIDENT
1970 – 2014
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